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A YOUNG MAN'S DILEMMA
Q. I am a young man of 22 years. Is it legitimate for
me to refuse to oblige my father in the matter of marriage,
if I do not wish to marry ?
A. According to the shastras and also reason, chil-
dren when they reach the age of discretion, which the
former prescribe as 16, become their parents' friends, i.e.
are free from parental dictation. They are still bound to
consult them and defer to their wishes wherever they can.
Tou are full-grown, and in a matter so vital as marriage
you should respectfully refuse to marry, if the match is not
to your liking or for any other valid reason.
Harijan, 9-3-'40
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ENFORCED MARRIAGE
Q.   A sister writes :
" What is an unwilling girl to do when her parents insist either
upon her marriage or leaving the parental home ? Where is she
to go, if she has not been educated enough to earn her own living ?
Whose protection Is she to seek ? "
A. The question makes sad reading. It is wholly
wrong of parents to force marriage on their daughters. It
is also wrong to keep their daughters unfit for earning their
living. No parent has a right to turn a daughter out on to
the streets for refusal to marry. Let us hope that such cruel
specimens are rare. To the girl concerned, my advice would
be not to look on any labour with her hands, down to
scavenging, as beneath her dignity. Women may not look
for protection to men. They must rely on their own
strength and purity of character and on God as did
Draupadi of old.
New Delhi, 6-9-'46
Harijan, 15-9-'46
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